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Sat.,Mar.14 2026/ 12:30~16:30 / ¥6,000 (¥2,000 for 25years old or younger)

YASHIMA

A priest and companions from the capital come to Yashima Bay in Shikoku, a famous battle site between the
Minamoto and the Taira clans. They ask two fishermen for a night-lodging at their hut. Upon the request,
the old fisherman describes the severe winning battle led by Yoshitsune of the Minamoto clan. It is so
detailed that the priest wonders who the old fisherman is. Suggesting himself as the ghost of Yoshitsune, the
old fisherman and his fellow disappear. In the dream of the priest, the ghost in armer reappears, suffering
from the life of fighting and killing in the hell even after his death. He emphasizes how honorable the
incident of retrieving his dropped bow was in the peril of his life. He shows the furious battle scenes on the
sea until dawn.

TOBIKOE

A man and a new monk are on their way to a tea ceremony. They come across a river with no bridge. The
man jumps across the river easily but the monk is too timid to do. The monk tries, but he cannot jump.
Finally, the man takes the monk’s hand and jump together. The monk, however, finds himself in the middle
of the river all drenched. The man cannot stop laughing at it. Offended, the monk brings up an old incident
in which the man was miserably defeated in a sumo wrestling match and laughs aloud. The angry man
challenges him a wrestling match and wins. The monk objects to the result and chases after the man.

KAKITSUBATA

A priest on the way to the east stops at Yatsuhashi in the Mikawa province where irises or kakitsubata are
in full bloom. Quoting the Tales of Ise, a woman there explains a poem by Ariwara no Narihira. He used five
syllables of ka-ki-tsu-ba-ta at the beginning of each line in the poem. She then offers the priest a
night-lodging and later appears in a gorgeous robe which Narihira mentioned in the poem and is a memento
of one of his lovers. She reveals herself as a spirit of irises immortalized by Narihira’s poem and dances in

gratitude of resting in peace.
<TYoshikawa/STakahashi>
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